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Disease Bureau Active 


During March, nearly twenty thousand ampules 
of drugs for the treatment of syphilis were distrib- 
uted to health departments and to private physicians 
for administration to patients unable to pay for such 
drugs. 

CASES REPORTED 


During March of 1938, 2432 cases of syphilis were 
reported to the State Department of Public Health, 


as compared with 1610 such cases reported during 
March of 1937. During March of this year, 1533 cases 
of gonorrhea were reported as compared with 1401 
cases during the corresponding month of last year. 


LITERATURE DISTRIBUTED 
More than thirty-five thousand pieces of literature 


pertaining to the prevention and control of venereal 
diseases were distributed by this bureau during March. 
More than twenty-one thousand report forms for the 


use of clinics and physicians were distributed during 
the month. 
LECTURE SERVICE 


The physicians of the bureau gave lectures dur- 


ing March to organizations in both northern and 
southern California. 


More than 1250 individuals 
were in attendance. The motion picture entitled 
‘‘Syphilis, Its Nature, Prevention and Treatment,”’ 
was shown ten times, and the pictures ‘‘Syphilis of 


the Central Nervous System’’ and’‘‘The Gift of Life’’ 


were each given one showing. 


CLINICS 


Activities in venereal disease clinies throughout the 
state increased greatly last year. In 1937, 75 clinics 


reported to the State Board of Public Health as 
compared with 52 in 1936. In 1937, 299,000 treat- 
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ments were given for syphilis as eompared with © 


206 000: in 1936. In 19387, 143,000 treatments were 
given for gonorrhea as compared with 71,000 in 1936. 
Attendance of patients with syphilis increased 50 per 
cent in 1937. Clinic visits in 1937 totaled 484, 180 
as. compared with 290, 349 1 in 1936. 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 


At the end of March there were 10 sabdie. health 
nurses, assigned to various territories of the state, 
all of whom are -now engaged in activities related to 


the control of venereal diseases. These include: visits. 
to patients who lapsed in their treatments, to sources 


of infection, contacts, clinics and physicians. The 


nurses also distributed a large amount of literature 


pertaining to the control of venereal diseases. 


WEEKLY BULLETIN INDEX AVAILABLE > 


A topical index to Volume XVI of the Weekly 
Bulletin of the California State Department of Public 
Health is now available for distribution to those who 
request it. 


issues of the publication. 


The index is mimeographed and is of a 
proper size for binding together with the weekly 
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THE SPREAD OF RABIES 


During the decade from 1910 to 1919 1271 cases 


of rabies in animals were reported to the State Depart- 
ment of Public Health. In the succeeding decade, 
1920 to 1929, 5135 cases were reported and in the 
eight years, 1930-87, no less than 8098 cases were 
reported. That the number of human cases are 


not in proportion to the number of cases in animals 


is shown by the fact that 32 human cases occurred 
during the period from 1910 to 1919, 31 cases from 


1920 to 1929 and 11 cases during the years 1930 to 
1987. 


The only reports of cases of rabies in animals that 
occurred prior to 1921 are those found in the records 
of the State Hygienic Laboratory in Berkeley. Health 


officers since 1921 have reported cases of rabies in 
animals to the State Department of Public Health. 
_ Many eases that occur in the rural districts are not 


reported to health officers, however, as there is a 
tendency to report, locally, only those cases in which 
animals or human beings have been bitten. It is cer- 
tain that many cases occurring in live stock and in 
wild animals are not reported to the State Depart- 
ment of Public Health. 


Since 1922, cases of rabies in animals afflicted have 


been tabulated as follows: 


Cows ------ 319 Horses 30 Sheep ----- 91 
Coyotes _... 25 Monkeys --- 5 
Dogs __----12,105 Mules 10 Squirrels 1 
2 Habbits ... 2 Unknown 19 
Goats 43 Raccoons 2 


‘Total. 12,926 


During the 28 years, 1910-1937, rabies infection 
has been reported from 53 of the 58 counties and 
cases have been known to have occurred during 20 
or more years of this period inthe following coun- 
ties: 26 years, Fresno; 25 years, San Bernardino; 24 
years, Los Angeles; 23 years, Tulare ; 22 years, River- 
side; 21 years, Alameda, Kern, Kings, San Joaquin ; 
20 years, Madera, Sacramento, Stanislaus. 

Fresno County has reported rabies in animals every 
year since it was first introduced into that county in 
1911, with the exception of the year 1922. San 
Bernardino County has reported cases every year 
except 1919, 1920, and 1921. The only counties in 
which rabies has not been reported are: Alpine, Del 
Norte, Glenn, Mendocino, Sutter. 


During this same period, 1910-1937, 84 ‘persons 
have died of rabies in California. Of salen 30 had 
received antirabic treatment for the prevention of 
the disease. In only 9 of these 30 cases were the 
wounds cauterized with fuming nitric acid. Of these 
9 cases, the locations of the bites were as follows: 


Head and 


Hands only—4 (one not cauterized for 24 sini, 
Foot and wrist—l. 


DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION 
_ The progress achieved in the organization of public 


health departments in California during the past 20 


years is shown in the following data: 
In 1918 there was but one full-time county health 
department in California. This comprised only the 


rural territory of Los Angeles County. There were > 


three cities in 1918 that maintained full-time public 


health service. They were Los Angeles city, San. 


Francisco and Palo Alto. These four units comprised 
30.9 per cent of the total population of the state. 
In 1928 there were ten counties maintaining full- 


time public health service, and in addition four cities 


which provided similar service. Altogether, they con- 
stituted 64.5 per cent of the state’s total population. 

In 1938, there are twenty counties and four addi- 
tional cities which maintain full-time public health 
service. These constitute 81 per cent of the total 


population of the state. 


SAN JOSE CONTROLS DOGS 

No less than 2900 stray dogs were captured in San 
Jose last year, according to the annual report of the 
city health department, H. C. Brown, M.D., health 
officer. During the year 94 persons were bitten by 
dogs, 103 dogs were placed under spot quarantine, 23 
heads suspicious of rabies were sent to the laboratory 
(16 of which proved positive for rabies), 3 persons 
were bitten by rabid dogs and 2 persons by rabid eats, 
and 2 persons had wounds contaminated through con- 
tact with rabid animals. The Pasteur treatment was 
administered to 7 individuals. This constitutes a 
most commendable record in the control of a most 
dangerous and devastating disease. It is largely 
through activities of this sort that rabies is held in 
check. Dr. Brown deserves high praise for conduct- 


ing a successful program in the control of rabies 
within his community. 


‘‘The county health officer is the individual in com- 
mand out on the firing line. The responsibility for 
success or failure of the program will rest to a large 
extent upon him. It is he who must shape the local 


program to fit the particular needs of his locality. 


In addition to being director of health activities 
locally, he is the keeper of the gate through which any 
effective aid from state health departments or Federal 
agencies must pass.’’—C.. E. Waller, M.D. 
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GOVERNOR PROCLAIMS CHILD HEALTH DAY 


The health of the children of the State of Calli- 
fornia is one of its most cherished assets. The divi- 
dends of good health are paid in terms of happiness 
and contentment, both of which are allies of good 
citizenship. The health of the child influences the 
daily routine of the home, which in turn affects the 


attitude of parents in their business and community 


relationships. 


It is a solemn duty of the various governmental | 


agencies to safeguard the health of nearly one hun- 
dred thousand children born each year in California. 


To make such a program functional, it is imperative 


that their parents, teachers, physicians, nurses, wel- 
fare workers and health officers exert every possible 


effort to create a wholesome environment and to pro-— 


vide the necessary facilities in order that our chil- 


dren may be free from all disabling defects, so that 
their childhood days may be normally happy and 


carefree. 

In an effort to honor these workers and to remind 
the people of the State of California of the values 
attendant upon the health of each child, now, there- 
fore, I, Frank F. Merriam, Governor of California, 
do hereby proclaim the first day of May, 1938, as 
‘Child Health Day’’ within the limits of this com- 
monwealth and urge our citizens to observe this day 
in an appropriate manner. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Great Seal of the State of Cali- 
fornia to be affixed this twenty-sixth day of April, 
A.D., one thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight. 


FRANK Merriam, 
Governor of California. 
Attest: 3 
FRANK C. JORDAN, 
Secretary of State. 


STOCKTON STUDENT WINS GORGAS 
ESSAY CONTEST 


Dr. George Crile, president of the Gorgas Memorial 
Institute, has advised the Director of the California 
State Department of Public Health that Marguerite 
Lujan of Stockton High School, Stockton, has won 
the California state prize in the Ninth Gorgas Essay 
Contest. Her essay, together with those from 47 other 
states and the District of Columbia, will be judged by 


conducted by the institute. 

The Gorgas Essay Contest has been conducted an- 
nually under the direction of the late Admiral Carey 
T. Grayson, who was for many years chairman of the 
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executive committee of the institute. Following his 
recent death, Dr. George Crile, president, has directed 
the contest. 

More than 18,000 high school juniors and seniors 
competed in the present competition in which were 
included public, private and parochial schools from 
every state in the Union. The subject assigned was 


‘‘The Achievements of William Crawford Gorgas and 


Their Relation to Our Health.’’ The winner of the 
national contest will receive $500 in cash, with a 


travel allowance of $200 for a trip to Washington to ~ 
receive the prize, which is customarily presented by 


the President of the United States at the White 
House. 


VACCINATION FOR “SEEING EYE” DOGS 

In Los Angeles County arrangements have. been 
made for blind persons who own guide dogs, com- 
monly known as ‘‘seeing eye’’ dogs, to have them 
receive immunization against rabies. Dr. J. L. Pome- 
roy, county health officer, has announced that because 


blind persons are so dependent upon their guide-dogs 


and because these animals are of such great value, 
immunization will be provided without charge. 

This is part of a general program in the control of 
rabies within Los Angeles County. : 


DR. BINGHAM NOW AT SAN LUIS OBISPO 


Dr. E. M. Bingham, who resigned recently as health 
officer of Yolo County, has been appointed health offi- 
cer of San Luis Obispo County to succeed Dr. Allan 
F. Gillihan, who has retired because of ill health. 
Since the first of March Dr. Gillihan has held office 
upon a temporary status, agreeing to remain only 


until a successor could be found. Dr. Bingham began . 


his new duties on May 2. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 
April 23, 1938 


Chickenpox 

1187 cases: Alameda County 7, Alameda 3, Albany 23, Berke- 
ley 54, Livermore 1, Oakland 58, Piedmont 1, San Leandro 5, 
Calaveras County 1, Colusa County 1, Contra Costa County 23, 
Pittsburg 17, Richmond 1, El Dorado County 1, Fresno County 
14, Fresno 15, Imperial County 3, Brawley 4, Kern County 8, 
Bakersfield 1, Taft 4, Hanford 14, Los Angeles County 72, Al- 
hambra 3, Azusa 1, Burbank 3, Claremont 1, Compton 8, Culver 
City 5, El Monte 2, El Segundo 1, Glendale 10, Long Beach 48, 
Los Angeles 184, Monrovia 10, Montebello 18, Pasadena 24, 
Pomona 2, Redondo 2, San Fernando 1, San Gabriel 1, Santa 
Monica 25, South Pasadena 7, Hawthorne 1, South Gate l, 


Monterey Park 1, Bell 2, Madera County 1, Madera 3, Marin 
Qst Con endocino County 1, Merced County 2, Atwater 1, 


nty—_1,M 
Monterey County 5, King City 5, Napa 1, Orange County 10, 
Brea 1, Fullerton 4, Santa Ana 11, La Habra 1, Laguna Beach 
2, Placer County 18, Auburn 49, Riverside County 15, River- 
side 12, Sacramento 11, North Sacramento 5, San Bernardino 
County 16, Colton 2, Redlands 1, San Bernardino 4, San Diego 
County 8, Coronado 16, National City 2, San Diego 31, San 
Francisco 56, San Joaquin County 21, Manteca 1, Stockton 29, 
San Luis Obispo County 8, Daly City 8, Santa Barbara County 
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$, Santa Barbara 39, Santa Maria 7, Santa Clara County 2, 
Gilroy 5, Palo Alto 2, San Jose 3, Santa Cruz County 3, Benicia 
15, Vallejo 1, Sonoma County 2, Stanislaus County 5, Modesto 
15, Oakdale 2, Tehama County 6, Tulare County 1, Dinuba 1, 
Kixeter 2, Lindsay 1, Ventura County 4, Santa Paula 5, Ventura 
10, Ojai 6, Marysville 2. 


Diphtheria 


26 cases: Emeryville 1, Fresno County 1, Imperial County Il, 
Los Angeles County 3, Burbank 2, Culver City 1, Ios Angeles 
7, South Gate 1, Monterey County 1, La Habra 1, Sacramento 
2, National City 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 1, Santa Clara 
County 1, Turlock 1. | | 


German Measles 


47 cases: Alameda County 1, Berkeley 1, Fresno County 3, 
Fresno 1, Los Angeles County 2, Long Beach 6; Los Angeles 
3, Pomona 1, Whittier 1, Orange County 2, Huntington Beach 
* “sy Ana 2, San Diego 7, San Francisco 15, Santa Bar- 

ara. 


influenza 


16 cases: Kern County 1, Hanford 1, Burbank 1, Inglewood 
1, Los Angeles 9, Sausalito 1, Riverside County 1, San Diego 1. 


Malaria | 
4 cases: Imperial County 1, Maywood 1, Orange County l, 
Riverside 1. | | 


Measles | 


898 cases: Calaveras County 1, Contra Costa County 2, Pitts- 
purg 1, El Dorado County 1, Placerville 6, Fresno County 36, 
Glenn County 22, Orland 25, Imperial County 37, Brawley 3, 


Imperial 2, Kern County 140, Bakersfield 42, Delano 38, Han-_ 


ford 3, Los Angeles County 4, Glendale 1, Hermosa i, La Verne 
2, Long Beach 8, Los Angeles 39, Pasadena 1, Pomona 4, 
Redondo 1, San Fernando 3, South Pasadena 1, Madera County 
26, Chowchilla 1, Merced County 12, Merced 9, Atwater 3, 
Orange County 57, Brea 1, Fullerton 2, Huntington Beach 7, 
Orange 1, Santa Ana 2, Seal Beach 2, Placentia 5, Plumas 
County 11, Riverside County 15, Banning 1, Blythe 5, River- 
side 12, Sacramento 21, San Bernardino County 3, Colton l, 
Ontario 3,, Redlands 3, San Bernardino 2, Upland 3, San Diego 
County 5, Chula Vista 1, National City 17, San Diego 147, San 
Francisco 3, San Joaquin County 1, Stockton 2, San Luis 
Obispo County 4, Burlingame 1, Santa Barbara County 1, 
Santa Barbara 2, Mountain View 1, Palo Alto 1, Stanislaus 
County 7, Modesto 3, Newman 1, Turlock 1, Tulare County 29, 
Lindsay 18, Porterville 11, Ventura County 11, Oxnard 1i2, 
Santa Paula 20, Ventura 1, Ojai 2, Marysville 2, California 1.* 


Mumps 


570 cases: Alameda County 3, Alameda 34, Berkeley 5, Oak- 
land 38, Piedmont 1, Contra Costa County 11, Concord 2, Mar- 
tinez 1, Fresno County 45, Fresno 13, Sanger 16, Kern County 
17, Bakersfield 3, Los Angeles County 19, Compton 2, El 
Monte 4, Glendale 14, Long Beach 14, Los Angeles 25, Monte- 


“bello 4, Pomona 2, San Fernando 1, San Marino i, Santa 


Monica 2, Whittier 1, Torrance 1, Maywood 1, Madera County 
8, Madera’ 6, Mendocino County 20, Gustine 4, Merced 7, Napa 
County 24, Napa 3, Orange County 18, Santa Ana 4, Plumas 
County 6, Banning 2, Sacramento County 3, Sacramento $18, 
North Sacramento 3, Redlands 1, La Mesa 1, National City 9, 
San Diego 22, San Francisco 26, San Joaquin County 10, 
Stockton 2, Daly City 2, San Bruno 2 Santa Barbara County 
3, Santa Barbara 8,- Santa Maria 2, Santa Clara County 11, 
Palo Alto 1, San Jose 17, Sunnyvale 1, Santa Cruz 4, Modesto 
8, Oakdale 1, Turlock 1, Tulare County 5, Dinuba 14, Porter- 
ville 9, Yolo County 3, California 1.* ? 


Pneumonia (Lobar) | 
65 cases: Oakland 1, Contra Costa County 2, Bakersfield 1, 


Los Angeles County 7, Alhambra 1, Los Angeles 27, Monte- 


bello 1, Pasadena 3, Pomona 2, Whittier 1, Gardena 1, Madera 
1, Monterey County 1, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 83, 
San Bernardino 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 5, Santa Clara 
County 1, Sonoma County 1, Modesto 1, Oxnard 1, Yolo 
County 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


169 .cases: Alameda 4, Berkeley 1, Oakland 8, Gridley 1, 
Contra Costa County 4, Pittsburg 5, Richmond 2, Fresno 
County 3,-Fresno 2, Kern County 7, Taft 2, Hanford 2, Susan- 
ville 1, Los Angeles County 11, Alhambra 1, Burbank 1, Glen- 
dale 3, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 7, Los Angeles 40, Monrovia 
1, Montebello 1, Pasadena 1, Redondo 2, Santa Moniea 4, Lyn- 
wood 5, Hawthorne 1, South Gate 2, Monterey Park 1, May- 
wood 1, Bell City 2, Gardena 1, Madera 3, Monterey County 
1, Orange County 5, Santa Ana 38, Corona 1, Riverside 1, 
Sacramento County 2, Sacramento 1, Ontario 1, National City 
1, San Diego 2, San Francisco 6, San Joaquin County 3, Lodi 
1, Dunsmuir 1, Yreka 1, Tehama County 1, Red Bluff 1, Tulare 
County 6, Ventara.1 


* Cases charged to ‘California’ represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the state throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


Smallpox 


d3 cases: Fresno County 1, Imperial County 1, Brawley 3, 
Kern County 4, Delano 1, Los Angeles County 4, Alhambra 2, 
San Gabriel 1, Monterey Park 4, Merced 1, Orange County 4, © 
Huntington Beach 1, Newport Beach 2, La Habra 2, San 
Bernardino County 1, San Bernardino 1, Santa Barbara County 
1, Stanislaus County 2, Tulare County 12, Exeter 5. 


Typhoid Fever 


11 cases: Oakland 1, Fresno County 1, Imperial County 2, 
Brawley 1, Kern County 1, Los Angeles 1, San Bernardino 1, 
san Francisco 3. 


Whooping Cough 


646 cases: Alameda County 3, Alameda 21, Albany 9, Berke- 
ley 20, Emeryville 1, Oakland 41, Piedmont 13, San Leandro 5, 
Colusa County 3, Contra Costa County 26, Martinez 4, Rich- 
mond 10, Fresno County 10, Fresno 1, Kern County 11, Bakers- 
field 3, Delano 1, Los Angeles County 20, Alhambra 5, Beverly 
Hills 1, Glendale 4, Long Beach 7, Los Angeles 17, Pasadena 
11, Pomona 1, San Gabriel 5, Lynwood 1, South Gate 1, Madera 
County 1, Madera 1, Merced County 6, Merced 9, Monterey 
County 1, Salinas 3, Orange County 6, Huntington Beach 1, 
Santa Ana 1, Seal Beach 1, Colfax 29, Riverside County 5, 
Riverside 1, Sacramento County 14, Sacramento 56, North Sac- 
ramento 1, Ontario’1; Upland 1, San Diego County 6, San 
Diego 22, San Francisco 47, San Joaquin County 39, Lodi 9, 
Manteca 6, Stockton 17, San Luis Obispo County 1, San Mateo 
County 2, San Bruno 5, Santa Barbara County 1, Santa Clara 
County 19, Los Gatos 1, Mountain View 5, Palo Alto 14, San 
Jose 6, Benicia 2, Sonoma County 26, Stanislaus County 5, 
Modesto 3, Oakdale 1, Turlock 2, Red Bluff 4, Tulare County 
% Ventura County 1, Fillmore 3, Santa Paula 2, Woodland 1, 
Yuba County 1. 3 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 
One Case: Yreka. 


| 
Dysentery (Amoebic) 
One case: Paso Robles. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 


2 cases: Los Angeles 1, Sonoma County 1. 


Pellagra 
One case: Gilroy. 


Tetanus 7 
2 eases: Los Angeles County 1, Monterey Park 1. | 


Trachoma | 
8 cases: Susanville 1, Riverside County 1, San Francisco 1. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 


9 eases: El Dorado County 1, San Joaquin County 5, Stock- 
ton 1, Sonoma County. 2. | 


Food Poisoning 
18 cases: San Francisco 6, San Joaquin County 6, Lodi 3, 


Stockton 3. 


Undulant Fever 
8 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Pasadena 1,- Santa Paula 1. 


 Tularemia 


One case: Covina. 


-~Coccidioidal Granuloma 


4 cases: Kern County 2, Delano 1, Tulare County 1. 


Septic Sore Throat 
5 cases: Lake County 3, Orange County 1, Fairfield 1. 


Psittacosis 
One case: Los Angeles. 


Rabies (Animal) 


52 cases: Kern County 1, Kings County 6, Los Angeles . 
County 9, Glendale 1, Huntington Park 1, Los Angeles 17, Pasa- 
dena 1, Torrance 1, Hawthorne 1, South Gate 2, Orange County 
1, Riverside County 1, Santa Clara County 5, Los Gatos 1, 
Mountain View 1, Santa Clara 1, Sunnyvale 1, Stanislaus 
County 1. | 


HAMILTON H° ANIJEI2?SON MI) 
NERPT OF PHARMACOLOGY 

SCHOOL 
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